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Summary 

 

The Documentation and Information Sharing of Community Medicine Resources Project 

was carried out by Noolaham Foundation in 2014 to digitize the publications and collections 

of the Department of Community & Family Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, University of 

Jaffna. It was a collection development project undertaken by Noolaham Foundation in 

collaboration with another organization. Documentation, preservation and dissemination of 

community related medical books and other publications was the main aim of the project. 

 

Through this project Noolaham Foundation has digitized 326 documents and made them 

available on its Digital Library (www.noolaham.org). The digitized publications include 

documents related to disease prevention and control, Siddha Medicine books, handbooks, 

statistics, annual reports of family health, administration reports, annual surveys, working 

papers, situation analysis papers, bulletins, monographs, magazines, journals and 

newsletters. These documents are available for free access and could be downloaded in the 

user-friendly interface of Noolaham Foundation’s Digital Library and most of the knowledge 

seekers and relevant stakeholders will have easy access to these services. 

 

Noolaham Foundation strongly believes that this project has added substantial reference 

resources covering healthy lifestyle, health education, disease prevention, injuries 

management, and first aid. Thus this collection will immensely benefit the communities in 

the years to come. 

 



Introduction and Background 

Community medicine is the science and art of assessing the health needs of the community, 

introducing comprehensive health services and development of a health programme to 

promote and protect the health of the community as a whole and vulnerable groups in 

particular. It also provides the theoretical basis that equips the members of the community 

with the knowledge they need for "community diagnosis", identification of priorities of 

health problems in the community, planning for solutions, and evaluation of program and 

policies aimed at promoting and advocating for the health of the populations. In most 

situations, preventive, promotive and rehabilitative care is more essential where health 

education plays an important role.   

Health is a basic human right and the Department of Community & Family Medicine is an 

educational institution committed to the health of all people. It has been aware of the need 

to strengthen the development of health workforce as an important way to strengthen the 

health system as a whole. It also participates in and supports various activities such as 

academic research, advocacy on key policy matters and endeavors to create a critical mass 

of people, publication of books and journals, seminars and information services. 

 

The department Community Medicine has its own library. The library contains a range of 

community related publications such medical books and other print-outs. But the library 

holds very few copies and they are not available through interlibrary loan for general public 

and most of these publications may not get reprinted. Sri Lankan Tamil speaking 

communities need a common space to obtain specific information on medical science to 

acquire more awareness of particular health issues. Availability of documents for a specific 

health issue is the continuous-gap for the targeted community.   

 

Digitization of Published documents can potentially greatly increase the breadth of access 

that can be provided. With the increased availability of economical digital storage media, 

high speed scanners and high-bandwidth networks, Digital Libraries have received a boost in 

the last few years. The dream of digitizing the vast knowledge of mankind, and making it 

available online has now become a realizable goal. The use of a digital surrogate may 

decrease the need to use the original – which may be difficult to access and can be 

transformative in the quest for accurate and reliable health data in developing countries. 

 

After considering these facts, this digitization project was initiated by Noolaham foundation. 

This project aims at documenting community required medical documents and the digitized 

documents can be made available to multiple local users through the internet , supporting 

the community to become aware of these health issues, and contributing to sustain Tamil 

communities.  

 

Implementation Procedure 

 Noolaham Foundation (NF) implemented and managed the project in collaboration with 

the Department of Community Medicine (DCM). The management and running process 

were controlled by Noolaham Foundation. Joint inspection was conducted by NF and 



DCM throughout the project period. A transparent implementation was placed to 

reduce misunderstanding and avoid conflict, and other shortcomings. 

 For this project Noolaham Foundation established a working unit at the department’s 

library on 3rd February 2014. The required furniture was provided by the department 

and human resource and technical facilities including computer and scanner were 

contributed by the Noolaham Foundation.  

 The materials provided were original hardcopy journals. Most of them were bound with 

hard covers, though some were single issues with soft covers. The source materials 

came from the department library’s own collection and were reviewed for completeness 

and usability for scanning by NF. 

 NF prepared an inventory as a spreadsheet listing describing contents of each 

documents to verify duplicate work, tracking and handling purpose. The documents 

were scanned without inflicting further damage and one or two documents were left out 

without digitizing because it was impossible to scan a volume without damaging the 

volume. 

 The Digital Archiving workflow was implemented according the NF standards.  

 The different phases of works were distributed over different locations and different 

staff in Colombo and Jaffna because of the magnitude of the project.  

 

Objectives and Achievements/ Results 

The project’s mission was to document and preserve knowledge, properties and values of 

community medical related print publications to Sri Lankan Tamil speaking communities, 

make such knowledge accessible to all and capacitate communities to engage in knowledge 

building and learning. 

 

The 326 digitized intellectual documents comprised approximately 22,000 pages and they 

were added to Noolaham Foundation’s digital library at noolaham.org. This project will 

promote and preserve health and longevity in individuals and community by adopting 

healthy lifestyle and health education for the present and future generations. They could 

prevent and limit diseases, injuries, and other ailments or health effects by gathering related 

information from an easily and freely accessible interface, enhance the quality of the health 

care system and assure that all populations have access to appropriate and cost effective 

care, use epidemiology to assess and monitor the health of communities and populations at 

high risk to identify health problems. In addition, this intervention will provide researchers 

and innovators with useful information, and pave the way for the expansion of technical 

knowledge among the experts. 

 

Long-term Sustainability Plan 

When new documents arrive at DCM, the documents will be sent to Noolaham Foundation 

and they will be digitized and made available for public by the Jaffna Unit of Noolaham 

Foundation in the future. Noolaham Foundation has its own sustainability mechanism which 

will ensure that the digital library and digital resources are preserved online in the years to 

come.  

http://www.noolaham.org/


 

Constrains / Challenges and lesson learned 

 To get official written permission from the Department of Community Medicine and the 

university was a long procedure. Some publications were did not belong to DCM. So NF 

will have to obtain written permission from each copyright holders. 

 The first 159 scanned documents did not meet the archiving standards and thus these 

documents were rescanned by Foundation. It took extra time and cost as well.   

 Using the flatbed scanner for every print publications seemed to be hard work because 

of the books and source materials varied in a variety of ways such as the size of the 

book, quality of paper, clarity of print, font face used, type of binding etc. Old books 

which are delicate and have deteriorated over time need extra care in handling apart 

from requiring special routines to process them. 

 Digital information in a scanned page is not editable.  There is a lack of available 

technology to decode the document in other languages from Tamil, and it might be 

difficult for researchers to get information in digital characters.  Meta data input will 

enhance search-ability and in the future these documents can be read by Tamil OCR.  

 A major portion of the sources of documents in the project have metadata only in non-

digital formats and these have to be entered manually. When entering   of the metadata 

of a document, Noolaham Foundation largely relies on the relevant staff for the 

accuracy and credibility. Sometimes, staff might not be well aware of the hierarchy and 

ontology of classifications related to medicine. It may affect the entire project and more 

commitments are needed. 

 

Suggestion and Recommendation 

 NF should secure permission in writing and never rely on copyright permission provided 

orally. In some instances, the process may take a few weeks to a few months. It is best 

to seek permission prior to completing the work in case NF needs to remove something 

due to the inability to secure permission. The best plan is to start the permission process 

as early as possible and should continuously try to get the permission and consent from 

the document holders by explaining the importance of the documents that need 

protection and their usefulness for historical documentation and research purpose.  

 NF should provide a clear understanding of the big picture of the project, appropriate 

and complete information. Staff should be trained further to achieve this.  

 NF would require more sophisticated scanners and all material will be handled as little 

as possible in order to minimize damage and to prolong the life of the original 

document. 

 Since no commercial OCR is available for Tamil language character recognition, the 

textual content is not available for these documents. This severely handicaps searching, 

which is restricted only to the title and keyword level search. Special techniques need to 

be developed to search within the documents. 
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Relevant Attachment: 

The list of the digitized documents 

NO Details of the Document/ Book/ Magazine/ etc.. 

1 Some Problems of Nutrition and Development 

2 Immunization Handbook 2002 

3 Handbook of Statistics 1967 

4 A National Strategy and Broad Plan of Action for the Prevention and control of Anemia in 
Pregnancy 

5 Annual Report on Family Health Sri Lanka 1990 

6 Annual Report on Family Planning Acceptors Sri Lanka 1984 

7 Annual Report on Family Planning Acceptors Sri Lanka 1983 

8 Indian Ocean Region Communication Training Workshop 

9 Annual Survey of Industries 1996 

10 Basic Statistics on Higher Education in Sri Lanka 1981 

11 How to Conduct A Group Discussion 

12 ப ொறியியல் விஞ்ஞொன நிறுவனங்கள் 

13 Women and children in the Urban-Underprivileged Sector of the Jaffna Municipality 

14 Facts on Sri Lanka 

15 The Ceylon journal of Medical Science 

16 Prevention And Control of Infection in Premature Baby Units and Other Special Care Baby Units 

17 Ethnic Differentials in Marital Fertility in Sri Lanka 

18 Hand Book and Prospectus 1981 - 1982 

19 Surveillance Case Definitions for Notify able Diseases in Sri Lanka 

20 Children & Women in Sri Lanka - A Situation Analysis 

21 Annual Health Bulletin Sri Lanka 1995 

22 Annual Health Bulletin Sri Lanka 1988 

23 Annual Health Bulletin 1998 

24 Sri Lanka Census of Agriculture 1982 - Small Holding Sector 

25 Siddha Medicine - 1986 

26 Sri Lanka Census of Agriculture 1982 - Report on Estate Sector 

27 Sri Lanka Census of Agriculture 1982 - Small Holding Sector Based on Ten Percent Sample 
Tabulation 

28 Statistics on Physically Disabled Persons - Census of Population And Housing Sri Lanka - 1981 

29 Jaffna District 

30 Life Tables 1970 - 1972 Sri Lanka 

31 Report of the 2005 Survey - HIV Sentinel Surveillance Survey in Sri Lanka 

32 Implementation of Population Policies 

33 Bulletin on Vital Statistics 1976 

34 National Operations Room 

http://www.jfn.ac.lk/med/?staffs=dr-r-surenthirakumaran


35 TRRO Annual Report & Accounts - 1988 

36 Sri Lanka Health Accounts National Health Expenditures 1990 - 2006 

37 Bibliography - The Demography of Sri Lanka 

38 Volunteer Health Worker in Sri Lanka 

39 Government of the North East Province - Administration (Interim) Report of Ministry of Health 
1989 

40 Manual on the Management of Divisional Health Services Based on Primary Health Care 

41 Santhai Nagar Neer Viniyogam Sukaathaarak Kainul 

42 Vitamin A Deficiency Status of Children Sri Lanka 1995-1996 

43 Postgraduate Prospectus 2005 - 2010 

44 University Community Health Project - Kotte Annual Report 2008 

45 Market Town Water Supply Jaffna Project 

46 Census of Agriculture 1973 Sri Lanka General Report 

47 Demographic Training & Research Unit 

48 Report of The National Tripartite Seminar on The Improvement of Working Conditioned and 
Environment in Sri Lanka 

49 National Conservation Strategy Draft Action Plan 

50 Journal of the Ceylon Public Health Association 

51 National Health Development Plan 1990 

52 உளநலத் திட்டமிடல் கருத்தரங்கு 

53 அனு வம் உள்ள குடிநீர் வகககள் 

54 தம் ிப் ிள்கள ரொமலிங்கம் அவர்கள் நூறொண்டு நிகனவு பவளியடீு 

55 வதீி வி த்துகளும் முதலுதவிகளும் 

56 லீலொவதி ரொமநொதன் ப ருமொட்டி நிகனவுப்ப ருகர 

57 Socio-Cultural Challenges in Child Care 

58 Annual Report 1974 

59 Save The Jaffna Medical Faculty 

60 Proceedings Of The Kandy Society Of Medicine 

61 Notes On Leprosy For Medical Officers 

62 Nutritional Status Of The People Of Jaffna District-1992 

63 Administration Report Of The Anti-Malaria Campaign 

64 Information About Leprosy 

65 Involvement Of Traditional Medical Practitioners In Primary Health Care 

66 National Health Manpower Study In The Republic Of Sri Lanka 

67 Register of Recent and on Going Research in Economic and Social Development in Sri Lanka 
volume 1984 

68 குடிசன வடீ்டு வசதித் பதொகக மதிப்பு இலங்கக-1981 

69 Report Of The Kokuvil - Kondavil Community Health Project 1980-1983 

70 Manivilaa Malar 60 

71 Population Problem of Sri Lanka 

72 Health Development Plan North East Province 1990 Sri Lanka 

73 Post Basic School Of Nursing 1961- 1973 

74 Symposium 

75 UOM news JANU- FEB 2013 

76 UOM news July- august 2012 

77 UOM news March- April 2013 

78 UOM news May - June 2013 

79 A Select Bibliography On The writing Of The Academic Staff Faculty of Medicine 



80 குடும் நலச்சுகொதொரம் 

81 Community Health Project Kokuvil - Kondaavil 

82 Administration Report of the Commissioner for Ayurveda for 1961- 62 

83 Give Health Food for Your Preschool Child 

84 உடற் ருமகனத் தவிர்ப்ப ொம் 

85 உணவு நஞ்சொதல் பனருப்புக்கொய்ச்சல் பசங்கண்மொரி  ற்றிஅறிபவொம் 

86 உயிர்க்பகொல்லி படங்கு 

87 கொசபநொய் 

88 சமூகத்தில் ப ொதுவொகக் கொணப் டும்  ிள்களப் ரொய உண்வூட்டல் மற்றும் ப ொசகன பதொடர் ொன 

தவறொன  

அ ி ிரொயங்களும் அகவ பதொடர் ொன உண்கமத் தன்கமயும் 

89 சுத்தமொன நீகரப் ருகி பதொற்ருபநொய்ககலத்தடுப்ப ொம் 

90 சுவொசுத்பதொகுதியில் ஏற் டும் பதொற்று பநொய்கள் 

91 சூழல் முகொகமத்துவம் மூலம் கொசபநொய்த் பதொற்றூதகலக் கட்டுப் டுத்தல் 

92 தொயொகவும் தந்கதயொகவு ஆன  ின்னர், அந்த அளப் ரிய மகிழ்ச்சிகய தக்ககவப் தற்கு 

93 திண்மக்கழிவுகள் முகொகமத்துவம் 

94 பதொய்வு பநொய் (Asthma)  ற்றி அகனவரும் அறிய பவண்டியது 

95 பதொற்று பநொய்களில் இருந்து எம்கமப்  ொதுகொப்ப ொம் 

96 நலமொன வொழ்வுக்கு பநொய்த் தடுப்பு மருந்துகள் 

97 பநொய்ககளத் தடுப்ப ொம் 

98  ொல்விகன பநொய்கள் 

99 மகளிரும் சுக வனிகதயர் சிகிச்கச நிகலயமும் 

100 விகளயொட்டு வரீர்களுக்கொன ப ொசகன 

101 மது ொவகனக்கு அடிகமயொவகதத் தவிர்ப்ப ொம் 

102 ப ற்பறொர்  ிள்களகளின் கல்வியில்  ங்பகடுப் து எப் டி 

103 இளம்ப ண்களில் ப ொசொக்கின் முக்கியத்துவமும் குருதிச்பசொககயும் 

104 உண்ணியக்கொய்ச்சலில் இருந்து எம்கமப்  ொதுகொப்ப ொம் 

105 தொய்மொர்கபல கர்ப் கொலத்தில் வொய்ச்சுகொதொரத்தின் முக்கியத்துவம்  ற்றி அறிந்து பகொள்ளுங்கள் 

106 பதொழுபநொகய ஆரம் த்திபலபய கண்டறிந்து குணப் டுத்துபவொம் 

107 நலமொன வொழ்வுக்கு பநொய் தடுப்பு மருந்துகள் 

108  ற் சுகொதொரம் 01 

109 ப ொசகனயும் ப ொசகனக்குகர ொட்டு அறிகுறியும் 

110 மொர் கபுற்று பநொய் ஒர் அறிமுகம் 

111 முதலுதவி 
112 வொய்க்குழி பதொண்கடக்குழிப் புற்றுபனொகயத்தடுப்ப ொம் 

113 ஆஸ்துமொ 

114 இயந்திர வொழ்கககயில் இயன்றளவு  ொதுகொக்க 

115 இளம் ருவத்திருமண்த்தினொல் ஏற் டும்  ொதிப்புகள் 

116 உடற் யிற்சி பசய்வதொல் உடகலயும் உயிகரயும்  ொதுகொப்ப ொம் 

117 உளமருத்துவத்தில் மருந்துகள் 

118 கர்ப்  கொலத்தில் ப ொதுவொன  ிரச்சிகனகளில் இருந்து விடு டுவது எப் டி 

119 குருதிக்பகொகட மூலம் உயிர் கொப்ப ொம் வொருங்கள் 01 

120 குருதிக்பகொகட மூலம் உயிர் கொப்ப ொம் வொருங்கள் 02 

121 குருதிச்பசொகக 

122 குழந்கதகள்க்கொன உ  உணவு ஊட்டல் 

123 சலபரொகம் உயர்குருதி அமுக்கம் 

124 சிரங்கு  ற்றிச் சிந்திப்ப ொம் 

125 சிறு ிள்களகளில் கொய்ச்சல்  ரொமரிப்பு 



126 சுக வொழ்விற்கு 

127 சுத்தமொன கககள் சுகமொன வொழ்வு 

128 பசொளம் பசொயொ மொவினொல் தயொரிக்கப்ப்டக்கூடிய சுகவமிகு சிற்றுண்டிகள் 

129 தற்ப ொசகண உணவு தயொரிப்பு முகறகள் 

130 தனிந ர் சுகொதொரம் 

131 நற்ப ொசகன மூலம் கொசபநொகய விரட்டுபவொம் 

132 நீரிழிவு ஒரு அறிமுகம் 

133 உயர் குருதி அமுக்கம் ஒரு அறிமுகம் 

134 நீரிழிவு பநொயொளகளின் உணவு பதொடர் ொன சில குறிப்புகள் 

135 பநருப்புக்கொய்ச்சலில் இருந்து எம்கமப்  ொதுகொப்ப ொம் 

136  ற்ககளப்  ொதுகொப்ப ொம் 

137  ற்சுகொதொரம் 

138  றகவக்கொய்ச்சல் பதரிந்து பகொள்பவொம் 

139  ொதுகொப் ொன பதொழில் முகறகம 

140  ிரசவத்திற்கொக கவத்தியசொகல பசல்வத்ற்கு முன்னர் கர் ினித்தொய்மொர்கள் வடீ்டில் பசய்ய பவண்டிய 

ஆயத்தங்கள் 

141  ிறப்புக் குகற ொடற்ற குழ்ந்கதககளப் ப ற்பறடுப் தற்கு 

142 புற்று பநொய் ஓர் அறிமுகம் 

143 ப ன் பதொல்கலயில் இருந்து எம்கம ொதுகொப்ப ொம் 

144 ப ொசொக்கு 

145 மதுஇன்றிய வொழ்கவ பநொக்கி 
146 மனம் பதறி முன் பசல்பவொம் நொகளய ப ொழுது நமது கககளில் 

147 மொர் கபநொகயக் கண்டறிவது உங்கள் கககளில் 

148 முகறயொன கற்றல்- நிகறவொன பவற்றி இலகு வழியில் 

149 முன் ள்ளி ஆசிரியர்களுக்கொன முதலுதவி 
150 வலி நிவொரணிகளொல் ஏற் டும் உ ொகதகள் 

151 வொய்க்குழி பதொண்கடக்குழிப் புற்றுபனொகயத்தடுப்ப ொம் 

152 வளமொன வொழ்பவ நிகறவொன பசல்வம் 

153 விலங்கு விசர் பநொகய இல்லொபதொழிப்ப ொம் 

154 பவகலத்த்ளங்களில் கொசபநொய்  ற்றிய விழிப்புணர்வு 
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